
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

We find ourselves living in unprecedented times, with our children having been displaced from school for 

such a long time, disconnected from friends and teachers, and in need of strategies for coping. Nurturing 

pupil’s psychological wellbeing during their return to school will be critical in helping them reengage with 

their learning. To fully support our pupils during the return to school and best understand their needs 

Engayne Primary School is collaborating with a researcher at Cambridge University’s Faculty of 

Education on a project to find out how our pupils' are coping with Covid-19, how they feel about school 

and life more generally, and how this affects their learning. 

 

My name is Tania and I’m the researcher leading this important project. I hope that your children 

will enjoy taking part. It is so important that we listen to the experiences of young people and do this 

research, since their futures will be most affected by Covid-19. My personal expertise is in psychology and 

education and I’m a current PhD scholar at Cambridge. In my free time, I work for a local children’s charity 

(Centre 33) with children aged 8-11 who are young carers. I’ve spent my career working with and for 

children in research and not-for-profit settings.  

 

The main aim of this project is to understand the relationship between pupils’ wellbeing, how they 

think about their achievement at school (also referred to as their ‘mindset’) and their learning.  

The project involves: 

1. Children completing a 30-minute questionnaire (during class time). The questionnaire aims to 

understand their wellbeing, how they are coping with Covid-19, their learning mindsets and 

goals.   

 

2. Children completing two tests: one in English and one in Maths. The tests are provided by 

GL assessment to help your child’s teacher understand where they are in their learning following 

the Covid lockdown, and any gaps in their knowledge.  

 

GDPR statement This research has been approved by the ethics committee at Cambridge University. 

The data will be collected and accessed by Cambridge University. For the purpose of research, children's 

anonymous questionnaire responses may be matched to their anonymous test scores. Names and 

personal information will be destroyed. Your child’s data will be treated with the strictest confidence, 

stored on a password encrypted drive and all versions of the anonymous data will be destroyed following 

the research in line with the GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018 for legitimate interests (Article 6, 

paragraph 1f) and public interest (Article 6, paragraph 1e). We will not use your child’s name or the name 

of the school in any report arising from the research.  

If you would like to find out more information about the project, please feel free to contact me via 

email: tc409@cam.ac.uk Thank you for taking the time to read this letter, and for your cooperation in 

making this research possible. 
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